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print on the planét, there is a tendency

" to blur the distinction betweéen local,

food supply as a carbon reduction strat-

egyand that oflocal supplv asa food se-

Cuuty issue.

Andwhile there is. robust and in-:
formed debate on all sides of the car~,
Dbor reduction issue, food security often .

. gets superficial, though impassioned, |
treatiment, but the. significance of the ' j

issue cer tamly warrants its own in-
{formed analysis. - :
“Thanks to 1educed plotecnomsm ef

ficient transport, and competitive maz-
kets, Canadians have never had better:
. food choices at lower costs than we do :

: todav )
: The fact that (to quole Peiei Ladnel
: f1 om Business in Vancouver) “the

world’s supply of available food has

shrunk from a year’s supply a couple of

decades ago 1o five weeks today” shows

justhow efficient and halanced our

“free-market systerm has become. .
-No longer do we put food in tin ¢ans

tositina grocer's warehouse for a vear,

orrely on tur nlps mouldenng in the_
root cellar, ;

~ Instead we can buy fresh food i in J an— -
uary, grown'in a local gr eenhouse, or - ..

produced by a farmer in a warm er ch—
mate, "
Like Toyota wxih thelr Just—m—tlme ,

inventory, we food consumers have en-.

_]oyed the benefits of modern cost-effec-

tive production dnd eﬂiczent low—cost :

delivery.

' s governments and citizens of
'the world endeavourto find -f
- ways 10 lessen our carbon foot-.

us housmg, whlch drlves up the costof reul estute m the Lower Muml(md

OWn food.

JTrisnot.

~ Food secuuty is dchzeved when soci- ‘_
 safety..

eties such as ours become wealthy, and
1t eludes those which do not.
Tme food seou; ity 1equn es free and

We. must stop pr etendlng fhat “food N
- security” is achle_ved by g1 ow__mg_ __01;1

“The Agnculturul Lund Reserve prevents lgnd, such s thls prime. purcel of 55 hectures m Rlchmond from bemg develcped

'open malkeis accessﬂﬂe by both con-.

.surers and pr oducem whe1 ever they

maybe :

“Wemust also qiop confusmg the. =
and food security is a cover for other is--

- . sues(such as plotectionism rent-seek-
ing, land-use issues, etc. ) ('ompletely '

concepis of food security with food

There are onlyiwo Lhmgs these sul-

Jects have in.common: Both are used

' by "'che' left to. attaek free fnaﬂiéts and
“neitherioneis a pr chlem w01thv of
. more than our passing attention.

Serious food safety issues are rare,

unrelated 10 food

_ (pledommately made up of yoiing.cou-

: fau mers of the Third world,

mcnmounwsws o

'. l'lty.‘ S

Those who mduige in an’ obsesswe

- focus on food security should not ig-
nore thé harm it causes others, espe-
~clally the young anri the pom inthis

“One of the most darnagmg of thefo.od

‘security arguments is the one that sup-

ports: the Agucu]iura} Land Reserve

(ALR)..

This 35-yea1 old leglslation has less o

do with food security than it hasito. do
“with protecting high real estate values
-and controlling growth in seml—mban
. Areas.

Itis asac1ed cowﬂlaihas me nage

-Onécan speculate that the pop ul 1ty

of the ALR is due to the fact that FQper
-cent of voters in the Lowel Mainland

_'-'been art1f1c1a11y 111ﬂated by the ALR«- _
caused land scarcity.

The other 30 per “cent of our citi

ples, single-income families, and new
arrivals) have been priced out of home

‘owner ship, i ina large part dlrect]y due
‘ to the ALR,

‘True food secur 1ty comes from hav~

Jing many producers around thewmld
-supplying ourneeds; not from an ar-

tificial propping-up. of. inefficient'and

-hon competltwe at- home produc"

Don t sIam ihe dom on 1he stmgghno

Let them plav ar ole inour food secu—

Open access to f; ee maxkets andfl ce

~tradeis what keeps ourfood costs low
“and'our supplies secure, not.subsi-

dies, tariffs, marketing bomds and

o pooﬂy 1hought out ]and~use resu ic-

tlonq
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